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1.  Discuss the contribution of R. K. Narayan in the Indian English 

literature. 

R.K. Narayan (1906–2001) 

 The Big Three of Indian English Fiction 

R.K. Narayan, alongside Mulk Raj Anand and Raja Rao, forms the 

"trinity" that laid the foundation for Indian English fiction in the early 

20th century. While Anand focused on social issues and Rao on 

philosophical and political themes, Narayan specialized in capturing the 

everyday human condition. 

 The Microcosm of Malgudi 

• Definition: A fictional, semi-urban town in South India that serves as the 

setting for almost all of Narayan's works. 

• Significance: Malgudi is not just a background but a living character. It 

evolves across his novels from a sleepy, colonial outpost to a bustling 

modern town, mirroring the transition of India itself from the colonial era 

to independence. 

Themes and Literary Characteristics 

• The Ordinary Hero: His protagonists are never larger-than-life figures; 

they are ordinary middle-class citizens—teachers, financial experts, tourist 

guides, printers, and shopkeepers. 

• Tradition vs. Modernity: A recurring conflict in his stories is the clash 

between deep-rooted Indian traditions and the encroaching forces of 

Westernization and modern commercialism. 



• The "Malignant" Outsider: Many of his plots feature an eccentric or 

disruptive outsider entering Malgudi, upsetting the town's natural balance, 

before order is inevitably restored (e.g., Vasu in The Man-Eater of 

Malgudi). 

• Gentle Irony and Humour: Narayan’s tone is famously non-judgmental. 

He uses gentle irony and warm humour to expose human follies and the 

absurdities of daily life without being cynical. 

 

 

2. Discuss the contribution of Mulk Raj Anand in the Indian English 

literature. 

 

Mulk Raj Anand is a foundational pillar of Indian English literature, 

celebrated for introducing social realism and a powerful humanistic voice 

to the Indian novel. Along with R.K. Narayan and Raja Rao, he formed the 

"trinity" that established Indian writing in English on the global stage, 

transforming fiction into a tool for social reform. 

Anand’s greatest contribution was shifting the focus of literature from elite, 

romanticized themes to the stark realities of India’s oppressed, poor, and 

lower-caste communities. His groundbreaking debut novel, Untouchable 

(1935), depicts a single day in the life of Bakha, a young sweeper, exposing 

the cruelties of the Hindu caste system. His next masterpiece, Coolie 

(1936), highlights the brutal exploitation of the working class through 

Munoo, an orphaned labourer. Together with Two Leaves and a Bud 

(1937)—which unmasks the plight of Assam tea plantation workers—these 

works established Anand as a champion of the marginalized. 

Beyond his themes, Anand revolutionized the use of the English language. 

He successfully transplanted Indian idioms, metaphors, and speech 



rhythms into English, creating a unique, authentic dialect that captured the 

true emotional pulse of rural and working-class India. 

Anand was also a fierce cultural and political activist. He was a founding 

member of the Progressive Writers’ Association (PWA) in 1935, 

advocating that literature must address urgent social evils like poverty and 

illiteracy. In 1946, he founded Marg, India's premier art magazine, 

significantly contributing to the preservation and appreciation of Indian art 

and architecture. 

 

3. Discuss the contribution of Sarojini Naidu in the Indian English 

literature. 

 

Sarojini Naidu (1879–1949), known as the "Nightingale of India," was 

a pioneer who gave a distinct identity to early Indian English poetry by 

blending Western romantic forms with authentic Indian sensibilities. 

Her core contributions include: 

• Indian Themes and Imagery: She broke away from copying Western 

landscapes, focusing instead on the vibrant daily life of India. Her poems 

beautifully depict traditional scenes like weavers, palanquin bearers, 

fishermen, and local bazaars. 

• Lyrical Mastery: She was a master of rhythm and rhyme, creating highly 

musical poetry in celebrated collections like The Golden Threshold (1905) 

and The Bird of Time (1912). 

• Cultural Bridge: Influenced by British Romanticism, she applied its 

stylistic elegance to Indian folklore, nature, mysticism, and emotional 

depth. 

• Patriotic Voice: Her literary work seamlessly connected with her role in 

the freedom struggle, using poetry to evoke a sense of national pride, 

cultural unity, and women's empowerment. 



 

 

4. What is plot? What is the difference between plot and story? 

 

A plot is the structured sequence of events in a narrative arranged in a 

cause-and-effect relationship. It explains why things happen and how one 

event logically leads to the next. 

 

Difference Between Plot and Story 

• Story is the raw, chronological timeline of events (what happens). 

• Plot is the strategic arrangement of those events based on cause, effect, and 

meaning (why it happens). 

Classic Example (by E.M. Forster): 

• Story: "The king died and then the queen died." (Chronological order) 

• Plot: "The king died, and then the queen died of grief." (Cause-and-effect 

relationship) 

 

5. What are the key components of complex plot?  

 

A complex plot (or interwoven plot) consists of multiple layers of conflict, 

subplots, and non-linear timelines that challenge characters and build 

deeper narrative suspense. 

Its key components include: 

• The Core Narrative Arc (Freytag's Pyramid): This is the foundation, 

consisting of the Exposition (setup), Rising Action (building tension), 

Climax (turning point), Falling Action (unwinding events), and 

Resolution (outcome). 



• Subplots (B and C Stories): Secondary strands of the story that run 

parallel to the main plot. They enrich the themes, flesh out supporting 

characters, and directly impact the main narrative. 

• Peripeteia (Sudden Reversals): A dramatic shift where a character’s 

fortune completely reverses (from good to bad, or vice versa), often driven 

by an unexpected consequence of their own actions. 

• Anagnorisis (Critical Discovery): The moment of breakthrough insight 

where a protagonist uncovers a hidden truth, a secret identity, or their own 

tragic flaw, altering the course of the plot. 

• Complex Motivations & Conflicts: The driving forces where internal 

character struggles (psychological moral dilemmas) clash with external 

forces (societal issues, antagonists, or fate). 

• Non-Linear Techniques: Strategic structural devices such as flashbacks, 

flash-forwards, unreliable narrators, or parallel timelines used to 

control how information is revealed. 

 

6. What is the difference between round and flat character? 

Difference Between Round and Flat Characters 

The concepts of round and flat characters were introduced by literary critic E.M. Forster 

to describe how deeply a character is developed in a story. 

Feature Round Character Flat Character 

Complexity Highly complex with distinct layers, 

contradictions, and flaws. 

Simple and predictable, often built around a 

single trait or stereotype. 

Realism Realistic, multi-dimensional, and behaves like 

a real human. 

Two-dimensional and recognized as a literary 

archetype or caricature. 

Development Often changes or evolves dynamically by the 

end of the story. 

Remains stagnant, unchanging, and rigid 

throughout the narrative. 

Function Typically serves as the protagonist or major 

character. 

Typically serves as a supporting character to 

move the plot forward. 

 

7. What is the first-person narrative? 



A first-person narrative is a storytelling perspective where the narrator is 

a character inside the story and relates the events from their own personal 

point of view. 

Key Characteristics 

• Pronouns Used: It relies on first-person pronouns such as "I," "me," 

"my," "we," and "our." 

• Subjective Perspective: The reader sees the story world entirely through 

the narrator's eyes, sharing their immediate thoughts, emotions, biases, and 

memories. 

• Limited Information: The narrator cannot read the minds of other 

characters or know what is happening elsewhere unless they are told or 

witness it directly. 

Types of First-Person Narrators 

• Protagonist (Main Character): The story is told by the central character 

experiencing the main conflict (e.g., Katniss Everdeen in The Hunger 

Games). 

• Observer/Witness (Peripheral Character): A minor character who tells 

the story of someone else more central to the events (e.g., Nick Carraway 

in The Great Gatsby). 

• Unreliable Narrator: A storyteller whose credibility is compromised due 

to psychological instability, innocence, or deliberate deception, forcing the 

reader to question the truth of the events. 

 

 

8. What is the third person narrative? 

A third-person narrative is a storytelling perspective where the narrator 

exists outside the action of the story and looks in on the characters from an 

external viewpoint. 

Key Characteristics 



• Pronouns Used: It refers to characters by their names or third-person 

pronouns such as "he," "she," "it," and "they." 

• Objective Distance: Unlike first-person, the narrator is not a character in 

the story, offering a broader and more detached perspective on the events. 

Types of Third-Person Narratives 

• Third-Person Omniscient: The narrator is "all-knowing." They can move 

freely across time and space, peek inside the minds of all characters, and 

reveal their secret thoughts, motivations, and feelings. 

• Third-Person Limited: The narrator anchors the perspective to just one 

single character. The reader only learns the thoughts, feelings, and 

experiences of that specific character, while external figures remain a 

mystery. 

• Third-Person Objective: The narrator acts like a neutral camera lens or a 

fly on the wall. They report only what can be physically seen and heard 

(actions and dialogue) without entering any character's mind. 

 

 

9. What is biography? 

A biography is a detailed, non-fiction account of a person's life written by 

someone else. It goes beyond basic facts like education, work, and death to 

explore the subject's emotional experiences, relationships, motivations, 

and impact on society. 

Key Characteristics 

• Third-Person Perspective: Because it is written by an outside author, it 

uses third-person pronouns like "he," "she," and "they." 

• Research-Based: Authors rely on primary sources (letters, diaries, 

interviews) and secondary sources (historical documents, other books) to 

ensure historical accuracy. 



• Objective Tone: Unlike an autobiography (written by the person 

themselves), a biography aims to provide a balanced, critical, and objective 

view of the subject's successes and failures. 

Types of Biographies 

• Authorized Biography: Written with the permission, cooperation, and 

sometimes direct input of the subject or their estate. 

• Unauthorized Biography: Written without the subject’s permission, often 

revealing controversial or private aspects of their life. 

 

 

10. What is autobiography? 

An autobiography is a detailed, non-fiction account of a person's life 

written by that person themselves. It covers the author's entire life span up 

to the point of writing, focusing on their personal growth, experiences, and 

major life achievements. 

Key Characteristics 

• First-Person Perspective: Because the author is the subject, the narrative 

is written using first-person pronouns like "I," "me," "my," and "we." 

• Subjective and Intimate: It provides an insider's look into the author's 

private thoughts, feelings, motivations, and internal struggles. 

• Chronological Structure: It typically follows a linear timeline starting 

from the author’s childhood, moving through their education and career, 

up to their present status. 

Difference Between Autobiography and Memoir 

• Autobiography: Focuses on the author's entire life chronological journey. 

• Memoir: Focuses on a specific theme, time period, or event in the 

author's life.  

 

 



11. What is the difference between biography and autobiography? 

 

Difference Between Biography and Autobiography 

The primary difference lies in the authorship. A biography is a life history written by an 

outside author, whereas an autobiography is a self-written life history. 

Feature Biography Autobiography 

Author Written by a third party (someone else). Written by the subject themselves. 

Perspective Written in the third person (he, she, they). Written in the first person (I, me, my). 

Nature 
Objective and analytical, based on external 

research and interviews. 

Subjective and intimate, based on personal 

memories and introspection. 

Permission 
Can be authorized (with permission) or 

unauthorized (without permission). 

Always authorized, as it is inherently self-

created. 

Information 

Source 

Primary and secondary documents, letters, and 

interviews. 

Personal memories, diaries, and immediate 

lived experiences. 

 

12. What is periodical essay? 

A periodical essay is a short work of non-fiction prose that is published at 

regular intervals (weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly) within a magazine or 

journal. Popularized in 18th-century England, this genre was designed to 

blend entertainment with moral instruction, appealing directly to the growing 

middle-class reading public and coffeehouse culture. 

Key Characteristics 

• Social Commentary: Rather than reporting raw news or deep political 

analysis, it focuses on "morals and manners." It critiques contemporary 

society, fashion, ethics, family life, and daily human behaviour. 



• Conversational Style: The tone is light, witty, elegant, and highly 

accessible, aimed at reforming social habits through gentle humour and 

irony rather than harsh lecturing. 

• Use of Personas: Authors frequently wrote under a fictitious pen name or 

invented a mock club of characters (such as the "Spectator Club") to voice 

different societal viewpoints safely. 

Historical Importance 

The genre was pioneered and perfected by Joseph Addison and Richard 

Steele through their immensely influential publications, The Tatler (1709) and 

The Spectator (1711). 

 

13. What is the difference between formal and informal essay? 

he primary distinction between formal and informal essays lies in their purpose, tone, and 

structural rigidity. 

Feature Formal Essay Informal Essay (Personal Essay) 

Purpose 
To inform, explain, persuade, or analyze a specific 

topic objectively. 

To entertain, share personal experiences, or 

express subjective opinions. 

Tone & 

Style 
Serious, objective, detached, and authoritative. 

Casual, conversational, humorous, and deeply 

personal. 

Point of 

View 

Written in the third person (he, she, it, they). 

Strictly avoids "I" or "you." 

Written in the first person (I, me, my, we) or 

second person (you). 

Structure 
Highly structured with an introduction, thesis 

statement, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

Flexible and loose; often follows a stream-of-

consciousness or narrative flow. 

Vocabulary 
Academic, precise, and sophisticated. Avoids 

contractions and slang. 

Simple, accessible, and colloquial. Includes 

slang, contractions, and figures of speech. 

Examples 
Academic research papers, literary critiques, and 

scientific analyses. 

Newspaper columns, personal memoirs, and 

reflective blog posts. 

 

 
 

 

14. What is memoir? 



A memoir (derived from the French word for "memory") is a work of non-

fiction prose where an author writes about a specific, meaningful period, 

theme, or event from their own life. 

Key Characteristics 

• First-Person Perspective: Written entirely from the author's point of view 

using pronouns like "I," "me," and "my." 

• Focused Scope: Unlike an autobiography, which chronologically covers a 

person's entire life from birth to the present, a memoir focuses on a single 

window of time, a specific relationship, or a particular emotional journey 

(e.g., overcoming an illness, a career milestone, or a family crisis). 

• Emotional Truth: 

It prioritizes the author's internal feelings, personal reflections, and emotional 

growth over raw, historical data. 

• Narrative Style: It utilizes fictional storytelling techniques—such as 

dialogue, pacing, setting, and plot arcs—to make a real-life experience read 

like a novel. 

Famous Example 

• The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank (focusing on hiding during 

World War II). 

 

15. What is travelogue? 

A travelogue is a detailed, non-fiction narrative that records an author's 

experiences, observations, and impressions while traveling through a specific 

destination. It blends factual description with personal reflection to give 

readers a vivid picture of a foreign place. 

Key Characteristics 

• First-Person Perspective: Typically written using first-person pronouns 

("I," "we," "our") as the author shares their direct journey. 



• Vivid Descriptions: Focuses on capturing the sensory details of a location, 

including its landscape, architecture, sights, sounds, and local cuisine. 

• Cultural Exploration: Goes beyond basic sightseeing to explore the 

social customs, history, language, and everyday lives of the local people. 

• Personal Growth: Often traces an internal emotional or philosophical 

journey alongside the physical one, showing how the travel transformed 

the writer. 

• Literary Style: Uses narrative storytelling techniques—like dialogue, 

pacing, and character development (the people met along the way)—to 

make real-world travel read like a story. 

Famous Example 

• The Innocents Abroad by Mark Twain 

 

16.  What is humour and pathos? 

Humour and pathos are contrasting yet deeply interconnected literary 

devices used by writers to evoke strong emotional responses from the 

audience. 

• Humour is the quality of being amusing, comical, or ludicrous. Its primary 

purpose is to provoke laughter, smiles, and amusement by highlighting 

the absurdities, quirks, and ironies of human behaviour and situations. 

• Pathos is the quality in a work of art or literature that stirs up feelings of 

pity, sympathy, tenderness, or sorrow. It appeals directly to the 

audience’s emotions to make them feel compassion for a character's 

suffering or tragic circumstances. 

Their Interconnectedness in Literature 

While they seem like opposites (laughter vs. tears), great writers often 

combine them. This technique, known as "laughter through tears," uses 

humour to soften intense grief, or uses pathos to give depth to comedy. Charles 



Dickens and Charlie Chaplin are famous masters of balancing humour and 

pathos to reflect the bittersweet reality of human existence. 

 

17. Define anecdote. 

An anecdote is a short, interesting, and often amusing story about a real 

incident or person. It is typically shared to illustrate a specific point, add 

personal context, or make a broader topic more relatable to an audience. 

Key Characteristics 

• Brief and Concise: It is a single, self-contained story that gets to the point 

quickly without extended subplots. 

• Based on Reality: Unlike a fictional fable or parable, an anecdote is 

presented as a true event that happened to the speaker or someone they 

know. 

• Purpose-Driven: In literature and public speaking, it is rarely told just for 

entertainment; it is strategically used to support an argument, introduce a 

theme, or reveal a character's true personality. 

• Engaging Tone: It relies heavily on conversational language, personal 

reflection, and a touch of humour or emotion to capture the listener’s 

attention. 

 

 

18. What is antithesis? 

An antithesis is a literary and rhetorical device where two completely 

opposing ideas, words, or sentences are placed side by side within a parallel 

grammatical structure. The stark contrast highlights the differences between 

the two ideas and creates a balanced, memorable rhythm. 

Key Characteristics 

• Dual Opposites: It requires two distinct parts that express contrary 

meanings. 



• Parallel Structure: The opposing phrases must share a similar 

grammatical setup or word order to emphasize their contrast. 

• Rhetorical Impact: It makes arguments sharper, adds dramatic flair, and 

makes lines highly catchphrase-worthy or memorable. 

Famous Example 

• Literature: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times..." 

(Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities) 

 

19.  What is aphorism? 

An aphorism is a short, concise statement that expresses a general truth, wise 

lesson, or practical principle about life. It delivers deep philosophical meaning 

or moral guidance in just a few memorable words. 

Key Characteristics 

• Brief and Direct: It is a single, punchy line that cuts straight to the point 

without explanation. 

• Universally True: It addresses common human experiences and 

behaviours that most people can relate to. 

• Authoritative Tone: It is spoken or written with confidence, making it 

sound like an established, undeniable truth. 

Famous Examples 

• "Actions speak louder than words." (Traditional Proverb) 

• "The road to excess leads to the palace of wisdom." (William Blake) 

• "Knowledge is power." (Francis Bacon) 

 

 

20.  What is paradox? 

A paradox is a statement, proposition, or situation that seems self-

contradictory, absurd, or logically impossible on the surface, but when 

investigated closer, reveals a deeper, profound truth. 



Key Characteristics 

• Surface Contradiction: It pairs opposing ideas that logically should 

cancel each other out. 

• Hidden Meaning: It forces the reader or listener to think critically to 

uncover a hidden, valid insight beneath the contradiction. 

• Literary Effect: Writers use paradoxes to challenge conventional 

thinking, create irony, and highlight the complex, messy nature of human 

reality. 

Famous Examples 

• In Literature: "I must be cruel only to be kind." (Shakespeare, Hamlet) — 

Hurting someone in the short term to help them long-term. 

• In Everyday Speech: "The only constant is change." — If things are 

always changing, then change itself is the only stable thing. 

• In Philosophy: "I know one thing, that I know nothing." (Socrates) — The 

realization of absolute ignorance is a form of knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

21.  What is inversion? 

In English grammar, inversion is the reversal of the normal word order in a 

sentence, where the verb is placed before the subject. 

In standard English sentences, the structure is Subject + Verb (e.g., "He went 

out"). In an inverted sentence, it becomes Verb + Subject (e.g., "Out went he"). 

Common Types and Uses of Inversion 

• In Questions: This is the most common use of inversion. The auxiliary verb 

moves before the subject. 



o Standard: You are coming. 

o Inverted: Are you coming? 

• After Negative Adverbs: Used to add dramatic emphasis or a formal tone, 

usually placed at the beginning of a sentence (using words like hardly, 

never, seldom, barely, scarcely, little). 

o Standard: I have never seen such a beautiful view. 

o Inverted: Never have I seen such a beautiful view. 

• Conditional Sentences (Omitting "If"): Used in formal or literary writing 

to replace "if" clauses. 

o Standard: If I had known, I would have helped. 

o Inverted: Had I known, I would have helped. 

• After Expressions of Place / Direction: Used in descriptive writing to add 

drama or imagery. 

o Standard: A beautiful castle stood on the hill. 

o Inverted: On the hill stood a beautiful castle. 

 

22. What is diction? 

Diction is a writer’s or speaker’s purposeful choice and use of words and 

phrases in a piece of literature or speech. It establishes the tone, atmosphere, 

and style of a narrative, directly shaping how an audience interprets the 

message. 

Key Types of Diction 

• Formal Diction: Uses sophisticated, academic vocabulary and polite 

grammatical structures (e.g., business reports, legal documents, traditional 

poetry). 



• Informal Diction: Uses casual, everyday language, contractions, and 

relaxed phrasing (e.g., personal letters, modern fiction dialogue). 

• Colloquial Diction: Uses regional expressions or local vernacular specific 

to a geographic area or cultural group (e.g., saying "y'all" or "go bananas"). 

• Slang: High-utility, informal vocabulary that changes quickly across 

generations or subcultures. 

 

 

23. What is Behrman’s masterpiece in the short story, The Last Leaf? 

Behrman’s Masterpiece in The Last Leaf 

In O. Henry’s classic short story, The Last Leaf, the old, eccentric German painter Old 

Behrman spent his entire adult life dreaming of painting a singular, definitive "masterpiece." 

However, decades passed in poverty and artistic stagnation as he failed to produce anything of 

lasting value. Ironically, his long-awaited masterpiece turns out not to be a grand canvas hung 

in a prestigious art gallery, but a simple ivy leaf painted directly onto a brick wall outside a 

tenement window during a freezing, stormy night. 

This painted leaf achieves the status of a true masterpiece due to two profound elements: its 

flawless artistic deception and its ultimate, life-saving impact. 

1. Absolute Artistic Deception 

Artistically, the leaf is rendered with such exquisite precision, colour, and realism that it 

completely deceives the young, ailing artist, Johnsy. Johnsy, suffering from a severe case of 

pneumonia, had psychologically tethered her survival to the falling leaves of an old ivy vine 

outside her window, firmly believing that when the last leaf fell, she too would die. 

Behrman braves a relentless, icy deluge of wind and rain to paint a singular leaf—complete 

with its serrated edges and a decaying touch of yellowish-green at its stem—directly onto the 

cold brickwork. The imitation is so perfect that neither Johnsy nor her roommate, Sue, realize 

it is fake. The leaf withstands the violent storm, breaking Johnsy's psychological despair and 

rekindling her will to live, which ultimately facilitates her physical recovery. 

2. The Ultimate Sacrifice 

What elevates this painting from a mere clever trick to a profound masterpiece is the tragic cost 

of its creation. While the leaf gives new life to Johnsy, the brutal, freezing conditions under 



which it was painted cause Behrman to contract acute pneumonia himself. He passes away just 

two days later. 

As Sue beautifully notes at the end of the story, the painted leaf is Behrman's true 

masterpiece because it represents the highest purpose of art: selflessness, love, and the 

preservation of human life. It is a work born out of ultimate sacrifice, proving that the old 

painter finally achieved the grand, transformative artistic triumph he spent his entire life 

searching for. 

 

 

24. What was Johnsey thinking during her illness in the short story The Last 

Leaf? 

In O. Henry’s short story, The Last Leaf, Johnsy was consumed by deep 

despair and a morbid obsession with her own death while battling severe 

pneumonia. 

Her specific thoughts during her illness cantered on the following: 

• Tethering Her Life to the Ivy Vine: As she lay bedridden, she looked out 

the window at an old ivy vine climbing a brick wall. She became 

completely convinced that her survival was biologically and mystically 

linked to the falling leaves. 

• Counting Down to Death: She spent her days morbidly counting the 

leaves backwards as the cold autumn wind blew them away. She thought 

to herself, "When the last one falls I must go, too." 

• Desire to Let Go: She viewed her impending death as an escape from her 

suffering. Her mind was filled with thoughts of giving up, wanting to 

loosen her hold on everything and "sail down, down, just like one of those 

poor, tired leaves." 

 

 



25. Justify the title of the short story The Last Leaf. 

The title of O. Henry’s short story The Last Leaf is highly appropriate, accurate, and deeply 

symbolic. It functions as the central focal point around which the entire plot, character 

motivations, and ultimate emotional resolution revolve. 

The title is perfectly justified through three major layers of meaning: 

1. The Psychological Turning Point 

The plot hinges entirely on the physical presence of a single leaf. Johnsy, a young artist 

suffering from life-threatening pneumonia, enters a state of deep psychological despair. She 

ties her survival directly to an old ivy vine outside her window, convincing herself that she will 

die the exact moment the last leaf falls. The "last leaf" represents her fragile hold on life, 

creating intense suspense as the winter storm threatens to tear it away. 

2.The Shift from Despair to Hope 

When the last leaf remarkably survives a night of brutal wind and freezing rain, it acts as a 

powerful catalyst for Johnsy’s recovery. Seeing its resilience fills her with shame for her own 

defeatist attitude. She realizes that "it is a sin to want to die," which breaks her psychological 

fever and restores her will to live. Thus, the title encapsulates the transition from absolute 

hopelessness to renewed vitality. 

3. The Ultimate Artistic Masterpiece 

In a classic O. Henry twist, the reader discovers that the natural leaf did fall during the storm. 

The surviving leaf is actually a brilliant illusion painted onto the brick wall by Old Behrman. 

This painted leaf becomes Behrman's long-awaited, ultimate masterpiece. He sacrifices his 

own life to create it, elevating the "last leaf" into a profound symbol of unconditional love, 

selflessness, and the life-giving power of art. 

 

26. Discuss the storyline of the short story The Lament. 

The Lament (also translated as Misery) by Anton Chekhov is a heartbreaking 

story that explores the themes of profound grief, loneliness, and human 

indifference. The plot centres on Iona Potapov, an old, impoverished sledge-

driver in a bitterly cold, snowy St. Petersburg, who is overwhelmed by sorrow 

following the sudden death of his young son just a few days prior. 

The Vain Search for Empathy 



The driving force of the narrative is Iona’s desperate, suffocating need to talk 

to another human being about his loss. He longs to share the details of how his 

son fell ill and passed away, hoping to find a sympathetic ear to lighten the 

crushing weight in his heart. 

Throughout the night, Iona attempts to unburden himself to the various 

passengers who enter his cab: 

• The Military Officer: Shows brief curiosity but quickly shuts him down, 

demanding that he focus on driving. 

• The Three Young Men: A group of loud, abusive passengers who mock 

his grief, insult his slow driving, and completely ignore his emotional pain. 

• The House Porter & Fellow Cabbie: A porter abruptly shoos him away 

from a doorstep. Later, back at the stables, a young, sleepy driver ignores 

his words entirely and goes back to sleep. 

The Bittersweet Resolution 

Surrounded by a bustling city of thousands, Iona finds himself completely 

isolated by human apathy. Realizing that the human world has no time for an 

old man’s misery, he goes out to the stable to tend to his little horse. In the 

moving final scene, Iona begins talking to his mare, pouring out his entire 

story of grief to the animal. The horse stands quietly, chewing hay and 

breathing warmly on his hands, offering the silent, faithful companionship that 

humanity denied him. 

 

27. Why was Iona lamenting in the short story The Lament? 

In Anton Chekhov’s short story, The Lament, Iona Potapov was lamenting 

because his young son, Kuzma, had suddenly died just a few days prior from 

a high fever. 

His intense grief and lamentation were fuelled by two deeply painful factors: 

• The Loss of His Future: Kuzma was a young, able-bodied man who was 

meant to take over the family's sledge-driving business. Iona felt it was a 



cruel reversal of nature that a young son should die while an old, frail father 

was left alive to struggle alone. 

• Suffocating Loneliness and Apathy: Iona’s grief was made unbearable 

by the absolute indifference of the people around him. He desperately 

needed to talk about his son's illness, funeral, and clothes to find emotional 

relief, but every human passenger he encountered ignored, mocked, or 

silenced him. His lamentation was a cry for a single moment of human 

empathy in a cold, uncaring world. 

 

 

28.  Justify the title of the short story The Lament. 

The title of Anton Chekhov’s short story The Lament (also translated as Misery or Grief) is 

highly appropriate, accurate, and deeply reflective of the story's core emotional focus. A 

"lament" is defined as a passionate expression of grief, sorrow, or mourning. The title is 

perfectly justified through three central narrative layers: 

1. The Emotional Core of the Story 

The entire plot revolves around the overwhelming, suffocating grief of the protagonist, Iona 

Potapov, whose young son has recently passed away. The story does not focus on action or 

adventure; instead, it is an intimate psychological study of a father trying to express his 

mourning. The "lament" is the heavy burden that consumes Iona's mind, making it the absolute 

emotional anchor of the text. 

2. The Struggle to Voice Sorrow 

The narrative progression hinges on Iona’s desperate attempts to physically vocalize his 

lamentation to another human being. A lament requires an audience to be fully released, yet 

every person Iona encounters—the officer, the rowdy young men, the porter, and the fellow 

cabbie—metaphorically closes their ears. The title highlights not just the internal grief itself, 

but the painful, thwarted struggle to share that grief with an indifferent world. 

3. The Final, Unconventional Release 

The title reaches its ultimate fulfilment in the story's moving climax. Denied a human listening 

ear, Iona turns to his little mare in the stable. The true "lament" is finally poured out as he tells 

his horse the exact details of his son's death. The title perfectly encapsulates this universal 



human need to mourn out loud, concluding with the tragic irony that an animal provides the 

only comfort to a grieving father. 

 

29. What is the epistolary form of writing? 

The epistolary form is a literary device where a narrative is told entirely or 

primarily through a series of written documents. The term comes from the 

Greek word epistolē, which means a letter. 

Key Characteristics 

• Document Formats: While letters are the most traditional medium, the 

modern epistolary form can include diary entries, journals, newspaper 

clippings, emails, or text messages. 

• First-Person Viewpoint: Because the story is constructed from personal 

documents, it provides a direct, intimate look into a character’s thoughts 

using pronouns like "I" and "my." 

• Immediacy: Events are usually recorded right after they happen, giving 

the reader a "real-time" sense of the character's immediate emotional 

reactions and fears. 

Literary Value 

• Enhanced Realism: Presenting a story through realistic artifacts makes 

the fiction feel like a authentic, historical record. 

• Multiple Perspectives: By using letters written by different characters, an 

author can show the exact same event from completely opposing 

viewpoints. 

Famous Examples 

• Dracula by Bram Stoker: Told entirely through a brilliant mix of journals, 

letters, ship logs, and newspaper clippings. 

• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley: Framed through letters written by an 

explorer to his sister. 

 



30.  Discuss the theme of the short story The Terror. 

 

The central theme of Guy de Maupassant’s short story "The Terror" (La Peur) 

is the debilitating fear of loneliness and how existential dread can drive human 

beings into desperate, unromantic decisions.  

Key Themes in "The Terror" 

• The Agony of Solitude: The narrator is not afraid of traditional ghouls, 

intruders, or supernatural monsters; rather, he is utterly consumed by an 

inexplicable, creeping dread of being alone in his own home. The quiet and 

emptiness of his apartment amplify his psychological vulnerability.  

• Marriage as a Shield: Driven by paranoia rather than affection or 

companionship, the protagonist decides to marry a woman he barely 

knows. Marriage is treated not as a union of love, but as a practical defence 

mechanism—a human anchor meant to ward off the terrifying silence of 

solitude.  

• The Fragility of the Human Mind: Maupassant explores how isolation 

breeds cognitive dissonance and mental instability. The protagonist 

acknowledges that people might think he is losing his mind, showing how 

internal terror can blur the line between objective reality and psychological 

breakdown.  

 

31. Why was the protagonist going to marry in the short story The Terror? 

The protagonist decides to marry solely because he is terrified of being alone. 

He does not marry for love, money, or social status. Instead, he treats marriage as a desperate 

defence mechanism to escape a crippling, inexplicable dread that overcomes him whenever he 

is solitary in his own home. He explicitly describes the decision as a way to ensure another 

human being is always present, believing that having a wife around will act as a shield against 

the psychological torment of his isolation. 

 



32.  Justify the title of the short story The Barber’s Trade Union. 

The title of Mulk Raj Anand’s short story, The Barber’s Trade Union, is 

completely justified and highly appropriate because it captures both the 

literal plot climax and the deeper sociopolitical message of the narrative. 

The title functions as an effective tool of irony, social realism, and 

empowerment through several key layers: 

Literal Realization of the Title (The Climax) 

At the plot level, the title describes the exact mechanism the protagonist, 

Chandu, uses to win his struggle. After being heavily insulted by the 

village upper-caste elite (the landlord and the Sahukar) for dressing in 

modern clothes, Chandu goes on strike. He realizes individual rebellion is 

not enough, so he buys a bicycle, travels to town, and unites all the barbers 

within a seven-mile radius. Together, they literally form the "Rajkot 

District Barber’s Hair-Cutting Shaving Saloon Union". The title 

directly names this central, victorious institution. 

Traditionally, the caste system forced barbers into isolated, subservient 

roles where they were at the mercy of upper-caste whims. By adopting the 

modern, Western concept of a "Trade Union," Chandu shifts the dynamic 

from a rigid caste obligation to a professional business transaction. 

As a pioneer of Marxist social realism, Anand used his stories to champion 

the marginalized working class. The title encapsulates this ideology 

perfectly. It represents the dawn of modernity, democracy, and labour 

rights over archaic feudal oppression in rural India. It changes the narrative 

of the lower-caste individual from a passive victim to an empowered 

organizer. 

 

 

 



33. Why did Chandu want to be remembered as the great social reformer 

along with the great ones in the short story The Barber’s Trade Union? 

 

In Mulk Raj Anand’s short story The Barber’s Trade Union, Chandu is 

considered a great social reformer because he successfully shattered the 

rigid, age-old caste hierarchy and ended the economic exploitation of the 

working class in his region.  

He earned his place among the great makers of modern India due to several 

groundbreaking actions:  

• Fighting Caste Discrimination: After being deeply insulted and abused 

by upper-caste village elders for dressing in a modern style, Chandu 

refused to submit. He challenged the oppressive social structure that treated 

lower-caste individuals as inferior. 

• Leading the First Structural Strike: He single-handedly organized a 

strike against the village elite, refusing to go to their houses for shaving 

and hair-cutting. By doing so, he taught them that their dignity was 

dependent on his labour, turning their arrogance into public 

embarrassment.  

• Empowering the Working Class: Instead of fighting alone, Chandu 

united the barbers from neighbouring villages. He formed the "Rajkot 

District Barber Brothers’ Hairdressing and Shaving Saloon"—the 

region's first institutional trade union.  

• Shifting the Power Dynamics: Through the union, Chandu forced a 

revolutionary cultural shift: the upper-caste elders now had to physically 

travel to the barbers for services rather than demanding subservient home 

visits.  

 

 



34.  Who is Nambi in the short story Under the Banyan Tree? 

In R.K. Narayan’s short story Under the Banyan Tree, Nambi is an elderly, 

illiterate, and deeply revered storyteller who lives in the remote southern 

Indian village of Somal. He is an iconic character who serves as the cultural 

heart and "enchanter" of his isolated community.  

Key aspects of Nambi's character include: 

• A Master Storyteller: Despite being completely illiterate and unable to 

read the written word, Nambi possesses a fertile, brilliant imagination. He 

weaves complex, vivid tales entirely in his head, producing a grand new 

epic roughly once a month.  

• The Village Priest: Nambi leads an austere, deeply spiritual lifestyle with 

no material possessions. He lives in the front portion of a small village 

temple dedicated to the Goddess Shakti (Durga) and acts as the temple 

priest, particularly during Friday evening prayers. 

• The Ritual of the Lamp: Whenever a new story is ready to be told, Nambi 

lights a small clay lamp and places it in a dedicated niche in the trunk of 

the massive banyan tree in front of the temple. This serves as a magical 

signal for the villagers to drop their chores and gather under the tree after 

sunset.  

• An Escape for the Villagers: His storytelling sessions, which can span 

several hours across ten days, serve as a vital emotional and psychological 

escape. His magical tales help the impoverished villagers forget their harsh, 

mundane realities and embrace a world of beauty and imagination.  

 

35. What was the theme of Nambi’s stories in the short story Under the 

Banyan Tree? 

In R.K. Narayan’s Under the Banyan Tree, Nambi’s stories do not focus on a 

single narrative, but rather follow recurring grand, traditional, and folklore-



driven themes. His stories are constructed on an epic scale and blend specific 

classical elements:  

• The Triumph of Good over Evil: A classic theme in Indian folklore, 

Nambi's tales routinely feature distinct heroes and villains, detailing the 

inevitable victory of virtue over vice.  

• Palatial Romance and Royalty: Nambi frequently weaves stories about 

kings, queens, emperors, and grand palaces, mixing historic lore with 

romance. 

• Mythology and Divine Intervention: Heavily influenced by his deep 

spiritual devotion to the Goddess Shakti, his narratives feature gods, 

demons, and divine interventions, deeply rooted in the tradition of 

ancient Indian epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

• Plot Twists and Human Frailty: Despite their grand settings, his stories 

touch upon human nature, temptation, and moral dilemmas, keeping 

the villagers completely spellbound by relatable underlying truths.  

 

36. Why was Nambi’s final story in the short story Under the Banyan Tree? 

Nambi’s final "story" was his most unique because it was not a tale of gods or 

kings, but a powerful, real-life demonstration of dignified acceptance of aging 

and the loss of his creative gift. 

His final act was driven by a profound realization and choice: 

• Accepting a Lost Gift: During his previous storytelling sessions, Nambi’s 

mind had gone completely blank, leaving him unable to remember his 

plots. He realized that the Goddess Shakti, who he believed gave him his 

words, had withdrawn the gift of imagination from him. 

• Refusing to Offer Mediocrity: Nambi gathered the villagers one last time 

under the banyan tree. Instead of struggling to tell a broken tale, he 

delivered a brief, poetic speech stating that a storyteller must know when 



to stop when the divine spark is gone. He told them, "The mother has given, 

and the mother has taken away. What is there to complain about?" 

• A Vow of Absolute Silence: After delivering this final realization, Nambi 

went into his hut, entered a state of complete, lifelong silence (Mauna), and 

never spoke another word to anyone for the rest of his days. 

His final story was a profound message to the villagers: it showed them that 

silence can be more powerful and honest than words when one's life 

purpose has reached its natural end. 

 

37.  What is children literature? 

While it is written to match the cognitive and reading levels of younger 

audiences, the best children's literature explores deep, universal human truths 

that resonate with readers of all ages. 

Key Characteristics 

• Child-Centric Perspectives: The narrative is almost always told from the 

viewpoint of a child, teenager, or an anthropomorphic animal or object that 

mirrors a child's emotions and experiences. 

• Themes of Growth and Discovery: Common themes include coming of 

age, friendship, family dynamics, the battle between good and evil, 

identity, and learning to navigate the wider world. 

• Visual Synergy: In books for younger readers, illustrations do not just 

decorate the text; they are actively interwoven with the narrative to help 

build literacy and emotional comprehension. 

 

38.  Discuss the theme of the short story Games at Twilight. 

The central theme of Anita Desai’s short story "Games at Twilight" is the 

painful disillusionment of childhood and the crushing realization of one's own 

insignificance. 



Set against the backdrop of a suffocatingly hot summer afternoon in India, the 

story uses a simple children's game of hide-and-seek to explore deep 

psychological and existential concepts. 

Key Themes in "Games at Twilight" 

• Insignificance and Marginalisation: The protagonist, Ravi, is a young 

boy who desperately wants to defeat the older, dominant bully, Raghu. 

When Ravi finds the ultimate hiding spot in a dark shed, he imagines 

himself a glorious victor. However, when he finally emerges to claim his 

triumph, he discovers that the other children completely forgot he was 

missing. His grand fantasy is shattered by the painful truth that the world 

goes on without him, highlighting human insignificance. 

• The Loss of Innocence: The story marks a definitive boundary between 

early childhood innocence and the harsh realities of growing up. Ravi 

enters the shed filled with childish fantasies of celebration, but he exits 

having encountered the adult concepts of existential dread, grief, and 

emotional isolation. 

• The Illusion of Victory: Desai explores how human beings chase glory, 

only for it to turn hollow. Ravi sacrifices comfort, braves a terrifying, 

insect-ridden shed, and waits for hours just to win the game. His hard-

earned victory means absolutely nothing to anyone else, demonstrating 

how easily our personal triumphs can be rendered meaningless by the 

indifference of society. 

• Fantasy vs. Reality: Inside the dark shed, Ravi's imagination runs wild 

with thoughts of defeating the older kids and becoming the center of 

attention. The reality outside—where the children have moved on to a 

completely different game and are singing a song about death—crushes his 

fantasy world and forces him to face the cold truth of his replaceability. 

 



39. Why was Ravi upset in the short story Games at Twilight? 

 

Ravi is deeply upset because he realizes he has been completely forgotten by 

his family and playmates, crushing his dreams of a glorious victory. 

His emotional breakdown stems from several specific realizations at the 

climax of the game: 

• Total Oblivion: Ravi endures hours of intense heat, fear, and insect bites in 

a dark, terrifying shed to win the game of hide-and-seek. When he finally 

bursts out to claim his triumph, he discovers that the other children 

completely forgot he was even playing. 

• The Meaninglessness of His Victory: He expects celebration and praise for 

outsmarting the older bully, Raghu. Instead, his hard-earned victory means 

absolutely nothing to anyone else. The children have long moved on to a 

different game. 

• A Sense of Insignificance: For the first time in his life, Ravi faces the adult 

reality of existential insignificance. He realizes that he is easily replaceable 

and that the world functions perfectly fine without him. 

• Being Ignored as a Child: When he tries to assert his win, the older children 

push him away, and his mother tells him to stop making a fuss. This 

dismissive behaviour drives home his powerlessness as the younger, 

smaller child in the hierarchy. 

Ultimately, Ravi is not crying because he lost the game—he actually won it—

but because he is mourning the shattering of his childhood innocence and the 

painful truth of his own irrelevance. 

 

40.  Discuss the main ideas of the essay Of Studies. 

Francis Bacon’s famous essay "Of Studies" delivers a pragmatic analysis of the purpose, 

execution, and benefits of education. Written in a highly condensed, aphoristic style, it serves 

as a guide for intellectual and personal refinement. 



Bacon states that studies serve three main functions: delight in private leisure, ornament in 

social conversation, and ability in professional judgment. However, he warns against extremes, 

noting that over-studying breeds laziness, while showing off knowledge is affectation. He 

emphasizes that theoretical study must be balanced by real-world experience, as books offer 

general directions that only practical life can sharpen. 

The essay famously categorizes how to approach reading: some books are to be tasted (read 

in parts), others swallowed (read quickly), and a few chewed and digested (studied 

thoroughly). Furthermore, Bacon links different habits to specific traits: reading makes a full 

man (knowledgeable), conference makes a ready man (quick-witted), and writing makes 

an exact man (precise). 

Finally, he views study as a remedy for mental defects. Just as exercise heals the body, 

mathematics fixes a wandering mind and philosophy aids critical analysis, proving that 

structured learning heals and develops the human intellect. 

 

41. What is chief usage of studies, according to Bacon? 

 

According to Francis Bacon, the chief usages of studies are threefold: delight, 

ornament, and ability. 

He explicitly breaks down these three primary functions in the opening lines 

of the essay: 

• For Delight: Studies serve their chief purpose here when a person is in 

privacy and retirement. Reading provides personal pleasure, comfort, 

and entertainment during leisure time. 

• For Ornament: Studies serve as an ornament when a person is engaged in 

discourse and conversation. A well-read person can speak eloquently, 

making their social interactions sophisticated and impressive. 

• For Ability: Studies enhance ability in the judgment and disposition of 

business. Education sharpens a person's practical skills, allowing them to 

manage daily affairs, evaluate situations, and make sound decisions 

efficiently. 



Bacon emphasizes that while general actions can be performed by uneducated 

men, the plot, planning, and precise management of affairs come best from 

those who are learned. 

 

42. What are the chief characteristics of Bacon’s essay? 

The chief characteristics of Francis Bacon’s essays, specifically exemplified 

in "Of Studies," include: 

• Aphoristic Style: Bacon writes in short, memorable, and proverb-like 

sentences. His statements are highly condensed, packed with wisdom, and 

easily quoted (e.g., "Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; 

and writing an exact man"). 

• Pragmatic and Utilitarian Approach: His essays are intensely practical. 

Rather than focusing on abstract morality or spiritual ideals, Bacon treats 

knowledge and behaviour as tools for real-world worldly success and 

efficiency. 

• Use of Triads (Rule of Three): Bacon structures his thoughts in groups of 

three to create balance and rhythm. For instance, studies serve for "delight, 

ornament, and ability," and books are to be "tasted, swallowed, or chewed 

and digested." 

• Heavy Use of Analogies: He explains complex intellectual concepts by 

comparing them to physical realities. A key example is his comparison of 

mental exercises to bodily sports (e.g., mathematics curing a wandering 

mind just like bowling heals the kidneys). 

• Objective and Impersonal Tone: Unlike modern familiar essays, Bacon 

rarely uses the personal pronoun "I." He speaks with absolute, detached 

authority, presenting his views as universal truths rather than personal 

opinions. 

 

43. What is the difference between objective and subjective essay? 



The primary difference between an objective essay and a subjective essay lies in the 

perspective, tone, and purpose of the writer. 

Here is a direct comparison of the two styles: 

Feature Objective Essay Subjective Essay 

Core Focus Facts, logic, and evidence external to the writer. 
Personal thoughts, feelings, and experiences 

of the writer. 

Perspective 
Written in the third-person point of view (He, 

she, it, they). 

Written in the first-person point of view (I, me, 

my, we). 

Author's 

Tone 
Detached, neutral, scientific, and authoritative. 

Personal, conversational, emotional, and 

intimate. 

Goal 
To inform, analyze, or convince using concrete 

data and reasoning. 

To share a personal perspective, narrate a 

story, or express a feeling. 

Example 
Francis Bacon’s essays (like "Of Studies"), 

research papers, or argumentative essays. 

Charles Lamb's essays (like "Dream 

Children"), personal diaries, or memoirs. 

 

44.  What is the theme of the essay Dream Children? 

The central theme of Charles Lamb’s essay "Dream Children: A Reverie" is 

the bittersweet nature of regret, loss, and the pain of unfulfilled desires. 

Writing under the pseudonym Elia, Lamb creates a poignant "reverie" (a 

daydream) where he imagines telling his two beautiful children, Alice and 

John, stories about their ancestors. The story shifts drastically at the end when 

the children fade away, revealing the underlying themes of the essay: 

Key Themes in "Dream Children" 

• Grief and Loneliness: The essay is rooted in deep personal isolation. 

Lamb spent much of his life caring for his mentally ill sister, Mary, 

sacrificing his own chances at marriage and a traditional family. The entire 

narrative is a psychological manifestation of his profound loneliness. 



• The Pain of Regret and Unrequited Love: Lamb reflects deeply on his 

seven-year courtship of Alice Winterton, a woman who ultimately rejected 

him to marry another man. His imaginary daughter, Alice, represents what 

could have been, and looking into her eyes brings back the sting of his 

romantic failure. 

• Nostalgia and the Passage of Time: A significant portion of the essay is 

spent recalling the grandeur of the great house in Norfolk and his loving 

grandmother, Mrs. Field, as well as his late brother, John L. Lamb idealizes 

the past, viewing childhood and his deceased relatives through a warm, 

melancholic lens of nostalgia. 

• Illusion vs. Reality: The climax of the essay serves as a sharp reality 

check. The beautiful, comforting fantasy of fatherhood evaporates into thin 

air, leaving Lamb alone in his bachelor armchair. It highlights the human 

tendency to retreat into daydreams to escape a harsh, disappointing reality. 

 

45.  Discuss the character of Charles Lamb’s grandmother, Mrs. Field in the 

essay Dream Children: A Reverie. 

In Charles Lamb’s essay "Dream Children: A Reverie," Mrs. Field is portrayed as the ultimate 

embodiment of grace, virtue, and traditional dignity. Though she was only a housekeeper at a 

grand estate in Norfolk, her character commands the respect and reverence typically reserved 

for nobility. 

Her character is defined by several distinct attributes: 

1. A Pillar of Deep Religious Faith and Virtue 

Mrs. Field is described as an exceptionally pious woman who lived a life of profound goodness. 

Lamb notes that she was "so good and religious," and because of her true virtue, she was 

beloved by everyone in the county. Her faith gave her immense inner strength, allowing her to 

live alone in a massive, isolated house without fear. 

2. Dignity and Grace Under Affliction 

Later in her life, Mrs. Field suffered terribly from cancer, a disease that bent her physically but 

could never break her spirit. Lamb emphasizes her incredible fortitude, stating that her good 



spirits never deserted her. She maintained her dignity and internal brightness until her death, 

refusing to let her physical affliction cripple her mind. 

3. A Respected Figure of Grandeur 

Although she was technically a servant tasked with looking after the great mansion, she acted 

as the true mistress of the house. The actual owner preferred to live in a modern mansion 

elsewhere, leaving Mrs. Field to inhabit the grand estate with a natural majesty. Lamb recalls 

that she was a wonderful dancer in her youth, further highlighting her grace. 

4. A Loving and Nurturing Grandmother 

To the narrator and his brother John, Mrs. Field was a warm, welcoming presence. During the 

holidays, she opened the vast estate to her grandchildren, letting them roam the gardens and 

grand rooms. Her presence transformed the overwhelming, intimidating mansion into a magical 

place of childhood freedom and comfort. 

5. Highly Honoured in Death 

Her funeral serves as a testament to her impact on society. Lamb recalls that her funeral 

was attended by a vast concourse of the poor, and some of the gentry too, from miles 

around. This collective mourning proved that her nobility did not come from a royal title, 

but from her genuine kindness and character. 

 

 

46.  Discuss the character of Sir Roger in the essay Sir Roger at Church. 

In Joseph Addison’s essay "Sir Roger at Church" (published in The Spectator), 

Sir Roger de Coverley is portrayed as a benevolent, eccentric, and deeply 

patriarchal country gentleman. He represents the old-world landed gentry of 

18th-century England—deeply religious, fiercely traditional, yet amusingly 

idiosyncratic. 

Addison uses gentle humour and irony to paint a portrait of a man whose 

virtues and flaws are completely intertwined. Sir Roger's character is defined 

by several key traits: 

1. Absolute Authority and Benevolent Dictatorship 

In his parish, Sir Roger acts as both a spiritual and social monarch. He 

considers himself responsible for the souls of his tenants. To ensure they attend 



church, he completely manages the congregation. He employs a mix of 

authority and generosity, having gifted every parishioner a hassock (kneeling 

cushion) and a common-prayer book to leave them "no excuse" for missing 

mass. 

2. Amusing Eccentricity and Quirks 

Sir Roger’s behaviour during the church service is highly unconventional and 

showcases his delightful oddity: 

• The Stand-Up Count: While everyone else is kneeling, Sir Roger 

regularly stands up during prayers just to count faces and see who is 

missing. 

• Lengthening the Psalms: If he particularly enjoys a verse in a psalm, he 

will casually sing it twice as long as everyone else, completely disrupting 

the chorus. 

• Awakening Slumbering Parishioners: If he spots anyone dozing off 

during the sermon, he will stand up or call out to them by name to wake 

them, entirely unbothered by the fact that he is interrupting the priest. 

• . Deep Mutual Respect and Paternalism 

• Despite his autocratic control, his tenants do not resent him; they love him. His 

relationship with the villagers is patriarchal and nurturing. As the congregation leaves, 

they stand in two neat rows, and Sir Roger walks down the middle, inquiring about their 

families, their health, and their work. If someone's son is missing, he takes note of it as 

a personal matter. 

• 4. Promotion of Social Harmony and Decency 

• Sir Roger values the church not just for its spiritual salvation, but as a vital tool for 

social civilization. He notes that Sunday church services polish the country folks, 

clearing away the "rust of the whole week" by forcing them to dress cleanly and 

converse civilly. His patronage of the local parson (clergyman) ensures that there is 

absolute harmony between the religious and secular leadership of the village. 

• Summary 



• Ultimately, Sir Roger is a lovable autocrat. While his behaviours are authoritarian and 

occasionally vain, they stem from a place of genuine goodwill, duty, and affection for 

his people. Addison uses him to show how a good-hearted leader, even with comical 

flaws, can foster a perfectly unified and moral community. 

 

 

47.  What are the chief characteristics of angel of the house in the essay 

Professions for Women? 

In her 1931 essay Professions for Women, Virginia Woolf uses “The Angel in 

the House” as a symbol of the idealized Victorian woman. This entity 

represents the oppressive, internalized societal expectations that women must 

overcome to achieve professional independence and intellectual freedom. 

Woolf explicitly highlights several chief characteristics of this phantom:  

• Utterly Unselfish and Self-Sacrificing: The Angel constantly puts the 

needs, comfort, and desires of others before her own. Woolf satirizes this 

extreme self-denial by noting, "If there was chicken, she took the leg; if 

there was a draught, she sat in it". 

• Intensely Sympathetic and Flattering: Her primary role is to soothe, 

comfort, and flatter men. When a woman attempts to write, the Angel 

whispers to her to be tender, to use guile, and to never let anyone guess that 

she has a mind of her own.  

• Immensely Charming and Pure: She embodies total purity and 

submissiveness. She is expected to excel in the "difficult arts of family life" 

without ever showing aggression, assertiveness, or any form of rough, 

unrefined passion.  

• Devoid of Personal Mind or Will: The Angel is structured to have no 

independent thoughts, opinions, or wishes. Instead, she is conditioned to 

always mirror and harmonize with the minds and wishes of others.  

 



 

48.  Why did Rabindranath Tagore criticize the rise of nationalism in Japan? 

Rabindranath Tagore criticized the rise of nationalism in Japan because he viewed it as a 

dangerous, "ugly" imitation of the Western nation-state model. While he deeply admired Japan’s 

rich cultural heritage and celebrated its ability to modernise and challenge Western dominance, he grew 

deeply alarmed during his 1916 lecture tours (Nationalism in Japan) as he witnessed the country 

adopting a militaristic and imperialist identity.  

Tagore's specific criticisms centred on the following key arguments: 

1. Imitation of "Mechanical" Western Nationalism 

Tagore argued that the European model of the nation-state was not a collection of human relationships, 

but a mechanical organization engineered for power, efficiency, and profit. He warned Japan that 

its greatest danger lay not in adopting Western science or technology, but in accepting the "motive force 

of Western nationalism". By treating the state as a machine, Japan was risking its traditional, organic 

social structure in exchange for artificial political organization. 

2. The Shift Toward Militarism and Imperialism 

Tagore firmly believed that organized nationalism inevitably breeds militarism, greed, and 

the exploitation of weaker nations. He witnessed Japan transforming into an aggressive 

imperial power—a trajectory that later culminated in the annexation of Korea and invasions of 

China. For Tagore, true patriotism meant cultivating freedom of the human spirit, whereas 

Japanese nationalism was becoming a tool for regional dominance, mimicking the very colonial 

systems that oppressed Asia. 

3. Destruction of Traditional Heritage and "The Soul of the East" 

Tagore held immense reverence for traditional Japanese aesthetics, which valued harmony, 

restraint, and natural beauty. He argued that aggressive nationalism forced a homogeneity that 

crushed cultural diversity and spiritual values in favour of materialist greed and 

commercialism. He cautioned that in its race to build a powerful military and corporate state; 

Japan was sacrificing its unique moral soul to wear the armour of Western geopolitical 

aggression.  

 

 

https://www.tagoreweb.in/Essays/nationalism-216/nationalism-in-japan-2625


4. Suppression of Universal Humanism 

At the core of Tagore’s philosophy was Universal Humanism—the belief in the spiritual unity 

and ethical responsibility of all mankind over narrow national boundaries. He argued that 

nationalism fosters a "cult of superiority" and moral indifference toward the suffering of others. 

He pleaded with Japan to reject this path of division and instead lead Asia by infusing global 

civilization with Eastern spiritual ideals and international cooperation 

 

 

49. What is content writing? 

Content writing is the process of planning, writing, and editing web content, 

typically for digital marketing purposes. It includes writing blog posts, 

articles, scripts for videos and podcasts, as well as content for specific 

platforms, like tweetstorms on Twitter or text posts on Reddit. 

Core Types of Content Writing 

• Blogging & Articles: Informative pieces designed to educate readers and 

improve search engine rankings. 

• Copywriting: Persuasive text written for advertisements, product pages, 

and sales pages. 

• Social Media: Short, engaging posts tailored for platforms like LinkedIn, 

Instagram, or X. 

• Email Newsletters: Direct communication meant to nurture leads and 

build customer loyalty. 

• Video/Podcast Scripts: Structured outlines or word-for-word scripts for 

digital multimedia. 

Key Goals 

• Educate or Entertain: Provide genuine value to the audience. 

• Build Trust: Establish a brand or individual as an authority in their 

industry. 



• Drive Action: Guide readers to take a specific step, such as signing up for 

a newsletter or buying a product (often tied to SEO—Search Engine 

Optimization). 

 

50. What is an email? What is the use of “CC” and “BCC” in email? 

An email (electronic mail) is a digital message sent from one user to one or 

more recipients across the internet. It allows for the instant exchange of text, 

images, and files between any devices connected to a network. 

The Use of "CC" and "BCC" 

• CC (Carbon Copy): Used to send a copy of the email to people who need 

to stay informed but are not the primary recipients expected to take 

action. All recipients can see who is listed in the CC field. 

• BCC (Blind Carbon Copy): Used to send a copy of the email to recipients 

secretly. No other recipient can see who is listed in the BCC field, which 

protects the privacy of those email addresses and prevents accidental 

"Reply All" loops. 

 

51.  What is PPT or Power Point Presentation? 

A PowerPoint Presentation (PPT) is a digital slideshow created using 

Microsoft PowerPoint (or similar software) to visually present information to 

an audience. It structures data into individual pages called slides, which can 

contain text, images, charts, videos, animations, and audio. 

Common Uses of PPTs 

• Business Meetings: Used for pitching new ideas, reporting financial data, 

or presenting project updates. 

• Education: Used by teachers to deliver lectures and by students to present 

class projects. 

• Training & Workshops: Used to provide step-by-step instructions or 

outline training modules 



 

52.  What are the key components of PPT? 

The key components of a PowerPoint Presentation (PPT) can be broken down 

into structural elements and on-slide content: 

1. Structural Components 

• Title Slide: The opening slide that displays the presentation topic, subtitle, 

presenter's name, and date. 

• Content Slides: The core body slides used to deliver the main points, data, 

and arguments. 

• Transition Slides: Section headers or divider slides used to signal a shift 

from one main topic to another. 

• Conclusion/Call-to-Action Slide: The final slide that summarizes key 

takeaways, provides contact info, or prompts next steps. 

2. On-Slide Elements 

• Placeholders / Text Boxes: Containers that hold title text, body 

paragraphs, and bulleted lists. 

• Visuals: Embedded imagery, including photos, icons, and custom shapes 

to break up text. 

• Data Displays: SmartArt, tables, and dynamic charts (pie, bar, line) used 

to simplify complex statistics. 

• Multimedia: Embedded audio tracks or video clips that play directly 

within a slide. 

3. Design & Motion Controls 

• Slide Master / Template: The overarching design framework that dictates 

the consistent fonts, colours, and logos across all slides. 

• Transitions: The visual effects that occur when moving from one slide to 

the next (e.g., fade, wipe). 

• Animations: The motion effects applied to individual elements within a 

single slide (e.g., making text bullet points appear one by one). 



 

53.  What is the difference between formal and informal letter? 

The primary difference between a formal and informal letter is the target audience and the tone 

used. A formal letter is professional and strictly structured for official communication, while 

an informal letter is casual and personal, written to friends or family. 

Direct Comparison 

Feature Formal Letter Informal Letter 

Audience 
Business professionals, employers, government 

officials, or clients. 

Friends, family, relatives, or close 

acquaintances. 

Purpose 
Official business, job applications, complaints, or 

inquiries. 

Personal updates, invitations, 

congratulations, or casual chat. 

Tone Polite, impersonal, respectful, and objective. 
Warm, emotional, casual, and 

conversational. 

Structure 

Strictly follows a specific format (includes  

recipient's address, subject line, and formal 

salutation). 

Flexible and loose structure; usually only 

includes the date and sender's address. 

Language 
Uses full words (no slang, no abbreviations, no 

contractions like don't or can't). 

Uses casual language, contractions, slang, 

and exclamation marks. 

Sign-off 
"Yours faithfully" or "Yours sincerely" followed 

by a full name and signature. 

"Warm regards," "Best," or "Lots of love" 

followed by a first name. 

 

54.  What is letter of inquiry? 

A letter of inquiry (also known as a prospecting letter or letter of interest) is 

a formal business letter sent to an organization to request specific information, 

ask about potential job openings, or propose a business collaboration. Unlike 

a cover letter that responds to a specific job posting, a letter of inquiry is sent 

proactively to gather details or discover opportunities that have not been 

publicly advertised. 

Key Purposes 

• Requesting Information: Asking a business about their products, 

services, pricing, or catalogue. 



• Job Prospecting: Inquiring about unadvertised employment or internship 

opportunities within a company. 

• Funding or Grants: Sent by non-profits or researchers to organizations to 

see if a project aligns with their funding criteria before submitting a full 

proposal. 

Core Elements of the Letter 

• The Hook: A brief introduction stating who you are and why you are 

contacting the organization. 

• The Inquiry: A clear, concise explanation of exactly what information or 

opportunities you are looking for. 

• The Value Proposition: A short statement explaining how providing this 

information or hiring you could mutually benefit both parties. 

• Call to Action: A polite request for a response or a brief follow-up meeting, 

along with your contact information. 

 

55.  What is CV or Curriculum Vitae?  

A Curriculum Vitae (CV) is a detailed, formal document that provides a 

comprehensive overview of a person's entire professional and academic 

history. Meaning "course of life" in Latin, a CV is an in-depth record that 

typically spans two or more pages and lists a candidate's complete 

background, including education, employment history, publications, research, 

awards, and certifications. 

Core Components of a CV 

• Contact Information: Full name, phone number, professional email, and 

LinkedIn profile. 

• Academic History: Comprehensive list of degrees, institutions attended, 

and graduation years (listed in reverse-chronological order). 

• Professional Experience: Detailed work history, detailing specific job 

titles, responsibilities, and key accomplishments. 



• Research and Publications: Academic papers, journal articles, books, or 

conference presentations you have authored or contributed to. 

• Skills and Certifications: Technical proficiencies, spoken languages, and 

professional credentials or licenses. 

• Grants, Honors, and Awards: Scholarships, fellowships, or industry 

recognitions earned throughout your career. 

 

56.  What is resume? 

A resume is a short, formal document that summarizes your work history, 

skills, and education to help you apply for a job.  

Key Parts of a Resume 

A standard resume contains specific sections to show an employer why you fit 

the role:  

• Contact information: Your name, phone number, email, and city. 

• Professional summary: A brief sentence about your main skills and goals. 

• Work experience: Your past jobs, listed from newest to oldest. 

• Education: Your school, college, degrees, or diplomas. 

• Skills: Tools, languages, or tasks you do well.  

Why You Need a Resume 

• First impression: It is often the first thing a hiring manager sees before 

they decide to interview you. 

• Marketing tool: It acts as a personal advertisement to show your value. 

• Screening tool: Employers use it to quickly check if you have the right 

skills.  

 

57.  What is bio-data? 

A bio-data (biographical data) is a short document that lists a person's personal details (like 

date of birth, gender and family background) alongside their education and work history. 



Unlike a resume, which focuses strictly on professional skills, a bio-data emphasizes personal 

characteristics. It is primarily used in South Asian countries like India for traditional job 

applications or matrimonial matchmaking. 

Key Features:  

• Personal Details: Date of birth, gender, nationality, marital status, and parents' names. 

• Physical Attributes: Sometimes requests height, weight, or health status (common in 

defence or security jobs). 

• Education & Skills: A chronological table of school and college qualifications. 

• Work History: A basic list of past employment positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

58. Compare between cv, Resume and Bio-data. 

 

 

 

Here is a direct comparison between a CV, Resume, and Bio-data: 

Feature CV (Curriculum Vitae) Resume Bio-Data 

Primary 

Focus 

Academic history, 

research, and 

publications 

Skills, work achievements, 

and relevance to a job 

Personal traits, family 

background, and demographics 

Length Unlimited (grows with 

your career, usually 3+ 

pages) 

Short (strictly 1 to 2 pages) Short (1 to 3 pages) 

Key Details 

Included 

Degrees, research papers, 

grants, teaching experience, 

and fellowships. 

Job titles, responsibilities, 

measurable achievements, 

and core skills. 

Date of birth, gender, marital status, 

nationality, and family details. 

Tone & 

Style 

Static, detailed, and 

completely chronological. 

Highly tailored and 

customized for each specific 

job opening. 

Descriptive and factual; focuses on 

who you are as an individual. 



Best Used 

For 

Applying for academic, 

medical, scientific, or 

research roles. 

Applying for corporate, 

tech, and private-sector 

jobs. 

Matrimonial matchmaking or 

traditional government/defence 

jobs in South Asia. 

 

59. What is blogging? 

 

Blogging is the act of creating, managing, and updating a blog—a regularly 

updated website or webpage where an individual or a team writes about a 

specific topic or personal experiences in a conversational, informational style. 

Originally starting as online personal diaries in the late 1990s, blogging has 

evolved into a powerful digital marketing tool and a lucrative career path. 

Core Characteristics of a Blog 

• Reverse Chronological Order: The newest posts appear at the top of the 

page, followed by older content. 

• Informal & Engaging Tone: Written in a direct, conversational style to 

connect personally with readers. 

• Frequent Updates: Content is added regularly (weekly, bi-weekly, or 

daily) to keep the audience engaged. 

• Interactive Elements: Features like comment sections allow readers to 

interact and debate with the author. 

 

60. What is RTI? 

RTI stands for Right to Information. It is a fundamental legal right that 

empowers citizens to request and access information held by government 

bodies and public authorities. 

The core purpose of RTI is to promote transparency, accountability, and 

containment of corruption in government operations, ensuring that citizens 

have a direct window into how public funds are spent and how decisions are 

made. 



 How RTI Works (The Indian Context) 

While various countries have similar "Freedom of Information" laws, the term 

RTI is most prominently associated with India's landmark Right to 

Information Act, 2005. 

• Who can ask: Any Indian citizen can file an RTI application. 

• Who must answer: All Central, State, and local government bodies, public 

sector undertakings (PSUs), and government-funded NGOs are legally 

required to reply. 

• The Timeline: Public authorities must provide the requested information 

within 30 days of receiving the application (or within 48 hours if the 

request concerns a person's life or liberty). 

• The Cost: The application fee is minimal (typically ₹10), making it highly 

accessible to the general public. 

 

61. The Contribution of Sri Aurobindo in the Indian English literature. 

Sri Aurobindo (Aurobindo Ghose) occupies a monumental position in Indian 

English literature. Educated in England and deeply rooted in Indian 

metaphysics, he acted as a vital bridge between Western formal discipline and 

Eastern spiritual mysticism. His massive literary corpus—spanning poetry, 

drama, prose, and criticism—redefined literature not just as art, but as a 

vehicle of human consciousness and spiritual evolution.  

His key contributions can be categorized across four major literary domains: 

1. Monumental Poetic Achievement and the Indian Epic 

Sri Aurobindo is celebrated as one of the greatest poets in Indian English 

writing.  

• Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol: His magnum opus is a massive epic 

poem consisting of nearly 24,000 lines, making it one of the longest poems 

in the English language. He took the traditional Mahabharata story of 

Savitri and Satyavan and transformed it into a profound spiritual allegory 



about the soul's victory over death and the evolution of cosmic 

consciousness. 

• "Overhead Poetry" and Mantric Style: He introduced the concept of 

"Overhead" poetry—verse written from higher spiritual planes of 

awareness. His poetry is known for its "mantric" quality, creating a unique, 

chant-like word music using masterfully constructed blank verse.  

• Early Poetic Works: His earlier collections, like Songs to Myrtilla (1895), 

Urvasie, and Love and Death, blended lyrical Romanticism (influenced by 

Shelley) with classical Indian themes.  

2. Poetic Drama and Plays 

Though widely recognized as a poet-philosopher, Sri Aurobindo was also a 

prolific playwright who enriched Indian English drama. He wrote five 

complete verse plays—including Perseus the Deliverer, The Viziers of 

Bassora, Rodogune, Vasavadutta, and Eric.  

• His plays beautifully fuse Elizabethan and Shakespearean dramatic 

structures with Indian sensibilities, focusing heavily on romantic themes, 

the triumph of love, and the conflict between human nature and godliness.  

3. Philosophical Prose and Nationalism 

During the Indian Renaissance, his prose served as a powerful tool for cultural 

and political awakening.  

• The Life Divine & The Synthesis of Yoga: These monumental prose 

works outlined his concept of Integral Yoga, discussing how humanity can 

evolve into a divine state.  

• Sociological Works: In The Human Cycle and The Ideal of Human 

Society, he advocated for a framework of "spiritual humanism," predicting 

the future evolutionary possibilities of human society.  

• Nationalistic Writings: As the editor of the English periodical Bande 

Mataram, his fiery, straightforward political articles heavily inspired the 

Indian freedom struggle.  



4. Literary Criticism and Translations 

Sri Aurobindo laid down the foundations for a distinct school of Indian 

aesthetics through his critical text The Future Poetry. He evaluated both 

Western and Eastern literary traditions, mapping out how poetry would evolve 

from intellectual expression to direct spiritual revelation. Furthermore, his 

masterful English translations and commentaries on ancient texts like the 

Vedas, Upanishads, and the Bhagavad Gita made profound Indian 

philosophy accessible to the English-speaking world.  
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